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Gift Shop

Open 7 days a week

Shopping for More than Just a Gift?
Bring Home Memories
SOUVENIRS • BOOKS • COFFEE • LEAF TEA

LOCAL AUTHORS, ARTISTS AND ARTISANS

403-56GIFTZ
crockets.trading@ymail.com
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403-564-4389
2701 - 226th Street
Crowsnest Pass, AB

•our Virtual Tour Via Google Maps
*
T
I
S
•us at Bellevue East Access on Highway 3
VI
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FIND YOURSELF IN THE PASS
Your Official

Travel Guide to Crowsnest Pass
EXPLORE THE PASS
RELAX AND PLAY OUTSIDE

For those who dare to
challenge themselves,
each season reveals a new
facet of The Pass’s terrain
to discover and conquer.

Photo by Ryan Legroulx

ADD TO MY PASS

TASTE LOCAL CUISINE

Every experience in The Pass
thrives on the nourishment
that mountain-inspired
cuisine provides. Gifted
chefs at local independently
run restaurants cater to
both travelers and locals.
Photo by Sally-Ann Taylor

ADD TO MY PASS

Throughout its history,
The Pass has grown in
strength, richness and
diversity; a story that is
deep-rooted in Alberta’s
most unique parks and
attractions.

EXPERIENCE HISTORY, ARTS AND CULTURE

Photo by Lisa Kinnear

ADD TO MY PASS

MY PASS
Visit MY PASS at gocrowsnest.ca to plan your personalized trip to the
Crowsnest Pass!
Customize your travel itinerary by interest, length of trip, and time of
year.
Crowsnest Pass offers activities for every type of traveler: the outdoor
adrenaline junkie, the cultural connoisseur and culinary adventurer.

gocrowsnest.ca

WWW.CROWSNESTPASSCHAMBER.CA

3

CROWSNEST PASS
2018-19 OFFICIAL VISITOR’S GUIDE

Welcome to our Mountain Community | 5
Ask the Locals | 6

OUTDOOR LIFE

Favourite Walks and Hikes | 8
Mountain Biking | 10
Crowsnest Fly Fishing | 12
Golfing in Crowsnest Pass | 14
Northern Gateway to the Castle-Crown | 16
Raptor Migration | 18
Climbing and Caving | 20
Kick it Up a Notch | 22
ATV Adventures | 24

CROWSNEST PASS EVENTS | 26
AROUND TOWN

Kananaskis Pro Rodeo | 28
Crowsnest Community Market | 29
Crowsnest Pass for Kids | 30
Destination Wedding | 32
Places of Worship | 34

ARTS, CULTURE, AND HERITAGE

Our Creative Community | 36
Wildlife From Behind the Lens | 38
Historic Sites, Walks, and Hikes | 40
Eight Millennia as a Vacation Destination and Mining Camp  | 42
APP Barracks | 44

WINTER LIFE

Cross Country Skiing | 46
Off the Beaten Trail | 48
Downhill Skiing... at Your Doorstep | 50
Award Winning Snowmobiling | 52
The Warm Heart of Winter | 54

Cover Photography
Sinister 7 Ultra Runners
RAVEN EYE PHOTOGRAPHY,
courtesy of Sinister Sports
Table of Contents Photography
PAUL ZIZKA IMAGE, Courtesy of
Community Futures Crowsnest Pass
This guide is produced by the Crowsnest Pass Chamber of Commerce with support from
Community Futures Crowsnest Pass, and the Municipal Economic Development Committee.

4

CROWSNEST PASS VISITOR’S GUIDE 2018|19

Printed in Canada for Free Distribution. U.S. Customs Harmonized Tariff #4911.10.00.

Welcome to our
Mountain Community!

NESTLED INTO THE SOUTHWEST
CORNER OF ALBERTA, right in the
majestic Canadian Rockies, Crowsnest
Pass is a mountain community like no
other. Take the time to explore our
extraordinary outdoors through hiking,
mountain biking, cross country skiing,
snowmobiling, ATV-ing, and so much
more. Fish in our world-class trout
streams, swing away on our 18-hole golf
course, or just soak up the beauty of a
sunset while sitting by your campfire.

Steeped in a rich history full of coal mining
booms and busts, spectacular tragedies
and disasters, and colourful criminals, the
Crowsnest Pass has a preserved history
that will astound you. Learn these stories
through the numerous heritage attractions
available within the community.
Let yourself become inspired to truly
enjoy your mountain holiday in a real
Rocky Mountain town. Join our amazing
artists and artisans in sparking your
creative side. Numerous events every

month will allow you to sample our
lifestyle and passions.
Once you’ve had a chance to explore what
Crowsnest Pass is all about and realize
that this is a place where mountain living
rings true, we have a feeling that you’ll be
back.
Enjoy,
Sacha Anderson
President – Crowsnest Pass Chamber of
Commerce

ALBERTA
Edmonton

Crowsnest
Pass

Calgary
Lethbridge

BRIAN GALLANT IMAGE
WWW.CROWSNESTPASSCHAMBER.CA
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WELCOME

Ask the Locals

WITH SUCH A DYNAMIC AND DIVERSE COMMUNITY, you can tap into activities for every pace. We asked
some of our local friends the must-dos and must-sees while visiting Crowsnest Pass. Here’s what they said.

CHRISTINE

President – Crowsnest Coffee Co.

Hidden gem: Window Mountain Lake and
the scrambles beyond
Must do/see: Hike, run, or mountain bike
Big Bear and take in the amazing 360
degree view from the top
Must try: Burger and fries at the Rum
Runner
Don’t miss: UROC Bikefest and Rumhead
Enduro

NOAH

JOE

Cowboy & Contractor

Hidden gem: Hike or ride up Ma Butte
Must do/see: Climb the Crow (Crowsnest
Mountain)
Must try: An omelette at Chris’ Restaurant
Don’t miss: Kananaskis Indoor Pro Rodeo you’re close enough to get dirt in your beer

INEZ

Shop Owner – Crockets

Student

KARI

Professional Artist

Hidden gem: Canada’s largest grapevine at
SpringBreak Flower Farm.
Must do/see: Wander down the Miner’s
Path on their way through, and keep going
up Saskatoon Mountain
Must try: An amazing panini at the Holy
Ghost Cafe
Don’t miss: The Artists Studio Tour

Desirée

Owner – Holy Ghost Café

HERMIT CRAB PHOTOGRAPHY

Hidden gem: Bridge of the Mastodons

Hidden gem: Wildlife Art Gallery in
Blairmore

Must do/see: Climb Turtle Mountain and
see the slide from above

Must do/see: Livingstone Range Raptor
Migration viewpoint - Eagles soaring high

Must try: Cinnamon bun from Cinnamon
Bear

Must try: Brochette Pizza on Focaccia
Bread Crowsnest Convenience & Deli

MUST TRY: Singapore noodles at Ben
Wongs

Don’t miss: Meet the Minotaur

Don’t miss: The Pole and Spur Skijoring is
an absolute favourite

DON’T MISS: Booze and Bars Historical
Bus Tour

6
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HIDDEN GEM: A hike through the rocks at
the Frank Slide Interpretive Centre
MUST DO/SEE: Leitch Collieries

Celebrating 10 Years in Business, June 2018
See our
homes and
“Passquatch”
videos on our
FB page!

Offering a wide selection of well-maintained
residential & commercial properties.

403-562-8444

www.cnp.pm.ca

info@cnp-pm.ca

Find us on facebook at CNP.PM
WWW.CROWSNESTPASSCHAMBER.CA
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OUTDOOR LIFE

Favourite
Walks and Hikes

BRIAN GALLANT IMAGE

BE SURE TO STOP at the Visitor Info Centre or Frank Slide Interpretive Centre and pick up a copy of the
guide map, Take a Hike in Crowsnest Pass or stop into your favourite café and pick up a UROC mountain biking
map. For more in-depth information purchase a copy of Southern Rockies Trail Guide by Joey Ambrosi. Always
remember to pick up a suitable map and check the conditions before you hit the trail. Trails are listed from
east to west. Get local maps on your phone via www.trailforks.com/region/crowsnest-pass/.
Leitch Collieries

Turtle Mountain

Wedge Mountain

Easy 0.8km loop
East end of the community on Hwy 3

Very Difficult 3.1km one-way
Starts from southeast Blairmore
behind 15th Ave.

Moderate 1.9km one-way
Starts from McGillivray staging area
north of Coleman

Pass Powderkeg Trails

Chinook Lake Loop

Intermediate up to 15km round trip
Starts from the Pass Powderkeg road
in Blairmore

Easy 2.3km loop
Starts from Allison/Chinook Rec area
west of Coleman

Miner’s Path

Crowsnest Mountain

Easy 0.8km one-way
Starts from Flumerfelt Park in Coleman

Very Difficult 5.8km one-way
Starts 9.7km north on Atlas Road,
west of Coleman

Crowsnest Community Trail
Easy to Moderate 23km one-way
Access points throughout the community

Frank Slide Trail
Easy 1.5km loop
Starts from Frank Slide Interpretive Centre

Livingston Range Viewpoint
Difficult 2.6km one-way
Starts at the end of the forestry road north
of Frank Slide Interpretive Centre

Lille
Moderate 6.3km one-way
Starts on the forestry road north of
Frank Slide Interpretive Centre

8

CROWSNEST PASS VISITOR’S GUIDE 2018|19

Star Creek Falls
Easy to Moderate 1.2km one-way
Starts at the west end of Willow Drive
(16 Ave) in Coleman

Saskatoon Mountain
Moderate 1.8km one-way
Starts from the end of 80th St. in Coleman

Window Mountain Lake
Moderate to Difficult 2km one-way
Starts 16.5km north on Atlas Road,
west of Coleman

York Creek / Plane Crash
Moderate 6.2km one-way
Starts from York Creek Road in Coleman

Amazing selection
of wines, beers,
coolers and spirits.

New Construction, Renovations, Water &
Septic Systems, Asbestos Abatement,
Solar Designs and Installations
Call 1-403-563-8395 for your free
estimate today!

Weekly in-store specials.
New products arriving
regularly.

403-562-2664
Next to Tim Hortons

WWW.JABS-CA.COM

ENJOY

FRESH FRIED CHICKEN
OPEN : 11 AM - 8 PM
403-753-5333
11913 20AVE . BLAIRMORE
NEXT TO SWIMMIMG POOL
WWW.CROWSNESTPASSCHAMBER.CA
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OUTDOOR LIFE

Mountain
Biking
BY CHRISTINE MISSEGHERS

“My lungs are burning,
my legs are
screaming, but I’m going
to clean this climb.”

the mountains surround me. I am present
in this moment; experiencing joy and
exhilaration. All stress is gone, my mind is
clear and the smile on my face could light
up a room. And this is just my after work
ride on the mountain bike trails of the
Crowsnest Pass.

A FEW MORE TRICKY MOVES through
this tight single track and I crest the ridge.
I take a moment to marvel at the beauty of
Crowsnest Mountain against the evening
sky, try and catch my breath, then drop
my seat and pedal hard. Now I’m racing
downhill. Sailing through corners, dodging
trees, negotiating rock features, rolling
down ladders, catching little bits of air and
feeling invincible. The wind is in my face,

Crowsnest Pass is quickly becoming a
mountain biker’s paradise. With over
50km of quality single-track, amazing
scenery, some of the friendliest and
most talented mountain bikers I have
had the privilege to ride with, coupled
with fantastic coffee shops, the trails of
Crowsnest must be added to your list of
places to ride.

The trails at Pass Powderkeg (PPK) in
Blairmore offer several kilometers of
cross-country trails, with a mix of beginner
and advanced offerings. These fun and
flowy single-track trails offer numerous
options and ways to link up routes, with
optional rock/ladder features to add to the
challenge.
Be sure to check out the United Riders of
Crowsnest (UROC) Rumhead Bike Festival
and Enduro mountain bike race in June,
which includes group rides, a kids camp,
bike demos, a BBQ and social, and of
course the enduro. Happy Trails!
Visit www.uroc.ca for more mountain
biking information

PAUL ZIZKA IMAGE, COURTESY OF COMMUNITY FUTURES CROWSNEST PASS
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“F�l Like a Regular
Wi�out Being a Local”

Serving up fresh & tasty food to
Crowsnest Pass since 2003
All day breakfast, soups, sandwiches and
wraps and all kinds of home-baked
goodies to tempt you

Brian MacFarlane
Certified Bike Mechanic

403-563-3844

Your local bike
specialist

Main street Blairmore across from the gazebo
403-562-2230 | www.stonesthrowcafe.ca
The #1 Restaurant in Blairmore on

WWW.CROWSNESTPASSCHAMBER.CA
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OUTDOOR LIFE

Crowsnest
Fly Fishing
BY DAVID THOMAS

DAVID THOMAS IMAGE

SHOULD YOU VENTURE FORTH TO
FLY-FISH THE CROWSNEST RIVER, you
will find plenty of rivals: otters, herons,
kingfishers, mergansers and ospreys are
all after the same, understandably elusive,
rainbow trout. But there will be few human
competitors along the many kilometres of
stream flowing from Crowsnest Lake on the
continental divide to the Oldman Reservoir
where foothills flatten into prairie. Even on a
midsummer weekend, you would be unlucky
indeed to encounter more than one or two
other anglers.
The Crowsnest is a classic wade-and-walk
fishery, and is a favorite of old-school
anglers who flick flies of feather and fur
into riverbank undercuts with the subtle
flex of bamboo rods handcrafted during
long winter days combined with the finesse
of natural silk lines braided in China. If
the cast isn’t just right, and the drift isn’t
perfect, Crowsnest River rainbows will
rise mockingly around your fake to pick off
whichever natural mayflies, caddisflies, or
stoneflies are on the menu that particular
time of day and year.
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This is not a river for anglers who record
every catch on a golf stroke counter, or who
want to ride a boat, keeping their boots dry
and their hands within reach of the beer
cooler. The Crow, as it is known to locals,
is not about bagging fish; it’s about fishing
slowly, intently, in tune with the subtle song
of riffle and pool. By the standards of The
Crow’s regulars, great days on the water
need not include a single strike. The Crow is
the double black diamond of trout streams –
there’s no shame in failing; only in not trying
to do everything right.

The easy part of fishing The Crow is
physical access. Any road crossing
provides public access, and once you are
on the riverbed, you are on public land,
right up to the annual high-water mark.
Much of the riparian zones on both sides
of the river are owned or managed by
The Nature Conservancy of Canada and
access is allowed. The headwaters Fleming
Ranch property is accessed via the nowdemolished Devon gas plant (keep left after
the entrance on Highway 3). The informal
pull-off opposite Leitch Collieries provides
anglers with further access to the east.
Of course, the best introduction to The
Crow is through one of the local guides
who ply their trade through one of our two
dedicated fly shops, Crowsnest Angler and
Crowsnest Café and Flyshop. Invest in a
guided day and you will have the knowledge
to enjoy the river on your own for the rest
of your stay.

Crowsnest Café & Fly Shop
Proprietors of Fine Foods & Quality Gear

Café: Take Away or Eat-In , Healthy Organic
Eclectic Menu, Espresso Coffees, Teas, Breakfasts,
Baking, Lunches.
Fly Fishing: Guided Trips and Lessons
Gear: Simms, Patagonia, Hardy, Nautilus,
G.Loomis, Echo, Korkers, and more. Extensive Fly
Patterns, and Fly Fishing Supplies.

403-563-8510
Hwy 3 in Coleman
crowsnestcafeandflyshop.ca
albertaflyfishing@shaw.ca

Summer: 7 days, 8-5pm
Winter: Wed-Sun 8-5pm

Selling a Full Line of Auto & Home Products
Dri Wash 'N Guard products available at Mountain Valley Automotive in
Blairmore, Sparwood Heights Food Store and www.driwashalberta.com
**All products have a 30 day money back guarantee (shipping not included)

Norm & Cheryl Ouellet
Cell: 403-563-8777 - Call or Text
nkouellet@gmail.com

Mention this ad to receive
$10 off your ﬁrst order!

Going Further Together
Teck is Canada’s largest diversified resource company with major business units
focused on steelmaking coal, copper, zinc and energy. With six steelmaking coal
operations in Western Canada—five of those in the Elk Valley—we are the world’s
second-largest seaborne exporter of steelmaking coal.
Visit us on a bus tour in July or August. For more information, contact the
Sparwood Chamber of Commerce at 250.425.2423 or the Elkford Visitor Centre
at 250.865.4015.
Learn more about Teck at www.teck.com

WWW.CROWSNESTPASSCHAMBER.CA
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OUTDOOR LIFE

Golfing in
Crowsnest Pass
BY THE CROWSNEST PASS GOLF CLUB

MOUNTAIN DRIFT PHOTOGRAPHY

LOCATED IN THE HEART OF CROWSNEST PASS, surrounded by spectacular
mountain peaks, the Crowsnest Pass golf course is one of the most visually stunning
and exciting courses in Alberta.

From the moment you arrive, our friendly
staff will greet you with a smile and provide
our famous southwestern hospitality.
Warm up on our new 20-bay driving range,
overlooking Crowsnest Mountain. During
your round take in the beautiful natural
surroundings and the challenging layout,
offering spectacular changes in elevation
and uniquely designed holes.

14
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In 1996 the original course was expanded
to 18 holes, and 20 years later, the course is
going through another change. With three
new holes opening in the 2018 season,
and a new clubhouse and Garry Browningdesigned course opening in 2019.
It doesn’t matter if you’ve just finished
a round, or are simply driving through,
Crowsnest Pass Golf’s full-service

restaurant and deck is the place to relax
and take in the scenery. Chef Merlin and
his team serve up delish dishes and cold
beverages all paired with, you guessed it amazing views!
Make sure you stop by and discover this
premier mountain golf experience.

WWW.CROWSNESTPASSCHAMBER.CA
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OUTDOOR LIFE

Northern Gateway
to the Castle-Crown
BY DAVID THOMAS

ALBERTA’S DESIGNATION of most of the Castle River watershed as
provincial parkland in 2017 completed core protection of the Crown of the
Continent – North America’s hydrological height-of-land.
Snow and rain falling on the Crown divide in three directions toward the
Pacific Ocean, the Arctic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico. Those headwaters
are now protected by an unbroken ring of protection, anchored on Glacier
National Park in Montana and Waterton Lakes National Park in Alberta.
Crowsnest Pass is now becoming known as a trailhead community for
tread-softly activities. New shops catering to hikers, backcountry skiers,
snowshoers and fat-tire cyclists are revitalizing main streets, and drawing
visitors and new residents to what was, not long ago, strictly a logging
and mining town. Crowsnest Pass is truly the northern gateway to the
spectacular Crown of the Continent and the new Castle Provincial Park.

DAVID THOMAS IMAGE
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OUTDOOR LIFE

Raptor
Migration
BY PETER SHERRINGTON

TWICE A YEAR the Livingstone Range sees the migration of thousands of birds of prey moving
north to their breeding grounds in the spring, and south to their wintering range in the fall.
Most notable in this movement are the magnificent Golden
Eagles that glide and soar high above the Livingstone Ridge,
often in amazingly high numbers; in fact more Golden Eagles
are seen in the Crowsnest Pass area than anywhere else in the
world.
The world record fall count for the species here is 5,445 birds
and the world record single-day count is 1071. In the spring,
the movement starts in late February and extends to late May,
but the main Golden Eagle movement peaks around March 20.
In the fall, migration occurs between late August and midDecember with maximum movement in October.
The movement can be most easily observed from the Frank
Slide Interpretive Centre (bring binoculars) or, for the more
adventurous, a strenuous walk up to a 1900m ridge will bring
you much closer to the birds. In addition to Golden Eagles good
numbers of 17 other bird of prey species are regularly seen.
For more information on this and other Rocky Mountain Eagle
Research Foundation sites visit www eaglewatch.ca, where
you will also find a daily blog published during the migration
seasons.
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Crowsnest Pass
Veterinary Office
12161 - 20th Avenue
Blairmore, AB T0K 0E0
(403) 562-7225
Thursdays Only
9:00am - 12:00 pm
Emergencies (403) 627-3900

Pincher Creek
Veterinary Clinic
1124 Waterton Ave
(Waterton ByPass)
Box 1269
Pincher Creek, AB T0K 1W0
(403) 627-3900
Fax: (403) 627-5752
Hours:
Mon–Fri 8:30am - 5:30pm
(Closed 12:00pm - 1:00pm)
Sat 8:30am - 12:00pm

BAGATELLE

Turtle Mountain
Music Camp

THRIFT STORE

August 6-10, 2018

Promoting quality of life outcomes
for adults with unique abilities

For piano, voice and
bowed string players of
all ages and abilities.
Cost: $300 ($275 if registered by May 1st)
*Bursaries and billeting available upon request.
Email shelly.groves@gmail.com
or call (403) 563-2003

Find us on Facebook /
Turtle Mountain Music Camp

403-562-7915 Fax: 403-563-3144
8334 - 19th Avenue, Coleman, AB T0K 0M0

Our Door is Always Open at the Paddock Inn!
REST and RELAX in our contemporary rooms
at aﬀordable prices.

Your Home Away From Home

• New Beds • All Non Smoking Rooms
• Dedicated WiFi for each room
• Flat Screen TV’s • Mini Fridges • Microwaves • Coﬀee Makers
• BBQ Available • Park right outside your room
• Walking distance to Restaurants, Convenience/Gas Store,
and Liquor Store • Pet Friendly

Call us direct for more informa�on or to book today

403-753-2408

EMAIL:
paddockinncoleman@gmail.com

You can ﬁnd us on Trip Advisor,
FaceBook, and Bookings.com
WWW.CROWSNESTPASSCHAMBER.CA
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Climbing
and Caving
FOR THOSE WHO LIKE to go a little farther or harder,
Crowsnest Pass is a bucolic playground for climbers,
with ample access and many opportunities to camp and
explore at your pace.
Ice Climbing
Throughout the winter, locals are
regularly seen climbing Gold Creek
Falls, and Star Creek Falls. These
short, beautiful routes will keep
your group entertained for a day or
more. If the conditions are just right,
a handful of the most experienced
climbers will attempt Lundbreck
Falls, just to the east.

Caving
Gargantua, Cleft Cave, and Booming
Ice Chasm are three of the best
known cave systems in our area.
These routes are not for the faint
of heart or the unprepared. One
popular trip is to start from the
top of Gargantua and make your
way down to a lower exit – just
be sure it is open so that you are
not trapped by a wall of ice! There
are numerous other cave systems
around the Ptolemy Plateau and
Flathead Valley; find out more by
contacting the Alberta Speleological
Society. Even an overnight trip to
the beautiful Ptolemy Plateau is
worth a weekend getaway.

20

Bouldering and Rock
Climbing
The big attraction here is bouldering
in Frank Slide. This massive slide
covers over 42 hectares with some
rocks the size of houses. There are
literally several hundred potential
problems, and an easy approach
from the road, so get your crash
pad ready for a fun day. Please
remember that this is a heritage site
so use the utmost respect. Do not
move any rocks, and stop by the
Frank Slide Interpretive Centre for
more information.
The more popular rock climbing
crags in the area are near the BC
border across from the Bible Camp
and on the south and east faces of
Bluff Mountain between Blairmore
and Frank. With the “Rock Climbers
Guide to Southern Alberta” guide
book being a hard to find treasure,
you may need to do a bit of
exploring to locate them.

CROWSNEST PASS VISITOR’S GUIDE 2018|19
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Come hang your coat with us
B & B • GUEST HOUSE • SUITES
Relax at our bed and breakfast in the
beautiful Crowsnest Pass
with it’s unique charm and historic ambiance,
and unique architectural details. Treat yourself
to a wonderful lodging experience you will
want to enjoy again and again.

For further details and booking visit
countryencounters.com or call
403-563-5299

Top Gunn Automotive and Powersports
403-562-2799 – 11901 20 ave Blairmore T0K0E0
Auto Parts and Accessory Sales, Powersports
Parts and Accessory Sales, Auto Repair

Where
commerce and
community meet

www.crowsnest.albertacf.com
403-562-8858

WWW.CROWSNESTPASSCHAMBER.CA
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Kick it Up a Notch

ERIN FAIRHURST IMAGE

Rise to a new challenge at one of the many races that happen throughout the year. Whether you’re an avid
athlete looking for a tough competition, or a family that wants to have some fun with pushing your limits on the
trails, we offer something for everyone who wants to kick it up a notch.
Flow Trail Time Trials) on Saturday. June
22-24, 2018 at Pass Powder Keg Ski Lodge.
www.uroc.ca

Sole Survivor Foot Race

ERIN FAIRHURST IMAGE

BC Enduro and Rumhead Bike
Festival
Hosted by United Riders of Crowsnest, the
Bootleg Bike Festival is a weekend family
event held in conjunction with the Canadian
National Enduro Series. Events include
group rides, children’s camps, scavenger
hunts, bike demos, BBQ, Enduro Race
(short and long course) on Sunday, and a
recreational competition (Lung Buster or

22
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A family friendly event with categories for
all ages. Run 10km, 5km, or 2.5km on the
singletrack trails around Pass Powderkeg.
While this has always been a family event,
Sole Survivor always attracts a number of
seasoned trail runners who push hard to
reach the podium. www.solesurvivor.ca

BRIAN GALLANT IMAGE

BRIAN GALLANT IMAGE

RAVEN EYE PHOTOGRAPHY, COURTESY OF SINISTER SPORTS

Sinister 7 Ultra
Over the last decade Sinister 7 Ultra has become known as
one of the toughest trail races in North America. With an
international following, the 100-mile race brings together
endurance athletes from around the globe. The course takes
competitors through the most rugged, remote and beautiful
terrain in Alberta’s stunning Rocky Mountains. With 6,400m
of elevation gain across the course, this race will punish
those who are not prepared. The race was inspired by the
treacherous Seven Sisters Mountain that looms over much
of the course, and the route is split into seven stages, each
featuring a geographic and historic highlight of the area.
www.sinister7.com

HERMIT CRAB PHOTOGRAPHY

Meet the Minotaur
Athletes and adventurers are being called on to Meet
the Minotaur…to test themselves against a new style of
competition that is unlike any other race. Minotaur is an offtrail race that takes place in the high-alpine of the Crowsnest
Pass. The course is approximately 15-20 km, with the promise
of high vert, fast descents, and stunning terrain. The clincher?
The course is a complete mystery until the start gun goes off.
Minotaur style racing gets back to the basics: It’s just you and
the elements – and the joy and freedom that come from being
connected to the moment as you enjoy an epic day in the
mountains. www.meettheminotaur.com
WWW.CROWSNESTPASSCHAMBER.CA

23

OUTDOOR LIFE

ATV Adventures
BY THE CROWSNEST PASS QUAD SQUAD

CROWSNEST PASS QUAD SQUAD IMAGE

Crowsnest Pass offers over 1400
km of trails for all users to share
and enjoy.
To the south there are designated trails such
as Willoughby Ridge and Hastings Ridge. A
specific family ATV trail has been designed
for novices in the south as well. Scenic trails
to the north include Daisy Creek, Crowsnest
Mountain, and many others. These are just a
small number of designated trails developed
for responsible and sustainable riding.
There are two very popular area attractions
for ATV riders. The Plane Crash is the site of
a Royal Canadian Air Force DC-3 (Dakota)
aircraft that crashed into Mt. Ptolemy and
plummeted into the valley below on January
19, 1946. Parts of the plane and debris are
still visible, and if you visit please do not
disturb any of the wreckage. The gorgeous
9km trail consists of fairly moderate,
although occasionally challenging terrain,
and is well worth the ride. The ghost town
of Lille, an abandoned mining community
situated just outside of Blairmore, is another
popular place to ride while taking in the

24
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scenery along the way. One can still see the
remnants of streets, foundations, coking
ovens, and fire hydrants. There are also
several old coal mines in the area to visit.
Visit the Quad Squad website for more
information and… “Come ride with us”.
403-562-8686 / www.quadsquad.ca

Ben Wong
Restaurant, Grill & Wok
Lunch and Dinner Buffets

Tues-Sat: 11:00am - 9:30pm
Sun: 11:00am - 9:00pm
Closed Monday
13249 ~ 20 Avenue, Blairmore
403-562-8388 • www.benwongs.com
WWW.CROWSNESTPASSCHAMBER.CA
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Crowsnest Pass Events
THERE IS RARELY A DULL MOMENT IN CROWSNEST PASS with a lot of community spirit going into events
each month. New events are added all the time, so ask at the local cafés when you get here. For events on the
ski hill, also check out www.passpowderkeg.com. Other events, like the Crowsnest Community Market, happen
weekly throughout the summer. Many groups have recurring events that are not listed here, and there is always
something to do.
APRIL 2018
Bunny Bonspiel
March 29 – April 1
www.crowsnestcurlingclub.ca
Lifestyle and Outdoor
Adventure Show
April 13-14
www.crowsnestlifestyleshow.com
Kananaskis Pro Rodeo
April 27-29, www.kraprorodeo.com
MAY 2018
Artists Studio Tour
May 12-13, www.cnpstudiotour.ca
3 Rivers Whitewater Rendezvous
May 18-21
www.pinchocrowcreekers.com
Old Time String Jam/National
Fiddling Day
May 19

www.crowsnestpasspublicartgallery.com

JUNE 2018
Ed Gregor Stewardship Day
June 2
Darcy’s Nature Walk for Mental
Wellness
June 9
www.darcysnaturewalk.com

SINISTER 7 ULTRA
RAVEN EYE PHOTOGRAPHY, COURTESY OF SINISTER SPORTS

JULY 2018
Canada Day Celebrations
July 1
Downtown Coleman
Sinister 7 Ultra
July 6-8
www.sinister7.com
Sole Survivor Foot Race
July 14
www.solesurvivor.ca
AUGUST 2018

Bellecrest Days
June 14-17
www.bellecrest.ca

Doors Open & Heritage Festival
August 2-6
www.cnpheritagefest.ca

Rumhead Bikefest and BC Enduro
June 23-24
www.uroc.ca

Crowsnest Pass Show & Shine
August 4
www.cnpss.ca
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Crowsnest Country Market
August 4
Flumerfelt Park
Miner’s Picnic
August 5
www.bellevuemine.com
Crowsnest Pistol Club Gun Show
August 11
Crowsnest Sports Complex,
Coleman
Hike your pASS off - Hiking Festival
August 17 – 19
Various Locations, Crowsnest Pass
Meet the Minotaur
August 25
www.meettheminotaur.com

SEPTEMBER 2018
Alberta Culture Days
September 28-30
ab.culturedays.ca
Harvest of Memories
September 29
www.crowsnestmuseum.ca
M is for Music
September 30

www.crowsnestpasspublicartgallery.com

OCTOBER 2018
M.Arty’s Market
October 12-13

www.crowsnestpasspublicartgallery.com
BC ENDURO AND RUMHEAD BIKE FESTIVAL | ERIN FAIRHURST IMAGE

NOVEMBER 2018
Pumpkins in the Park
November 1
Flumerfelt Park, Coleman
DECEMBER 2018
Christmas in the Mountains
November 30 – December 2
www.christmasinthemountains.ca
JANUARY 2019
Crow Snow Riders Poker Run
January 29
www.crowsnow.org
FEBRUARY 2019

MEET THE MINOTAUR
HERMIT CRAB PHOTOGRAPHY

Wintervention
February 22-24
www.crowsnestcando.org
Chili Bowl Festival
February 23

www.crowsnestpasspublicartgallery.com

The Pole and Spur
February 23
www.poleandspur.com
MARCH 2018
Crowsnest Pass Music Festival
March 11-15, Concert March 22

www.crowsnestpassmusicfestival.com

KANANASKIS PRO RODEO
MOUNTAIN DRIFT PHOTOGRAPHY

EATCrow Food Festival
March 15 – April 14
www.eatcrowcnp.com
WWW.CROWSNESTPASSCHAMBER.CA
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AROUND TOWN

MOUNTAIN DRIFT PHOTOGRAPHY

Kananaskis
Pro Rodeo
THE KANANASKIS RODEO ASSOCIATION is proud to host one
of the first CPRA (Canadian Pro Rodeo Association) rodeos of the
season, (also PRCA - Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association &
WPRA - Women’s Professional Rodeo Association sanctioned),
right here in Crowsnest Pass.
Every spring you get your chance to see some of North America’s
greatest cowboys and cowgirls competing in our indoor arena.
All of your favourite events will be here. Watch the contestants
throw down in bareback riding, steer wrestling, barrel racing, tie
down roping, saddle bronc, team roping, and bull riding.
Watch for the contestant and stock draw on the KRA website for
details on which day your favourite cowboys and cowgirls are up.
The Kananaskis Pro Rodeo is held in a small venue where you
can get close to the action. The saying around here is “you’re
close enough to get dirt in your beer”.
Find out more at www.kraprorodeo.com.
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CJPR / CJPV / CJEV
94.9FM / 92.7FM / 1340AM
From the Peaks to the Prairies
Your choice is Real Country!
www.realcountrysouthwest.ca | 403-562-2806
Serving Crowsnest Pass / Pincher Creek / Elkford

SALLY-ANN TAYLOR IMAGE

Crowsnest
Community Market
BE SURE TO HEAD OVER TO GAZEBO PARK, MAIN STREET, BLAIRMORE on Thursdays
between 4 and 8pm to check out the Crowsnest Community Market. Vendors come from
across the region with their goods. You will find the usual suspects of fruit, vegetables,
meats, and baked goods along with art, music, food trucks, and kids activities. Support the
Bring Your Own Bag initiative for your chance to win a gift basket each week, with goodies
donated by the vendors. The Market runs Thursday evenings from June 28th until September
6th, and a fall festival in late September. Visit www.crowsnestmarket.com.

SALLY-ANN TAYLOR IMAGE

WWW.CROWSNESTPASSCHAMBER.CA
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Crowsnest Pass for KIDS
BY SARAH GALLANT

JENICE SMITH IMAGE

WHETHER YOU ARE VISITING
the area for a day or a week, be
sure to check out these activities,
attractions, and events.
Kid Friendly Hikes
Crowsnest Community Trail between
Fireman’s Park and the Frank Slide Centre,
Interpretive Trail around the Frank Slide
Centre, Miner’s Path, trail around the lake
at Chinook Provincial Recreation Area.
Older kids might want to give Turtle
Mountain a go.
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Kid Friendly Biking

Kid Friendly Attractions

The Crowsnest Community Trail stretches
between Hillcrest/Bellevue and Coleman.
It is both paved and natural trail and very
bikeable with varying degrees of difficulty.
There are bike trails at Pass Powderkeg Ski
Hill and even a skills park at the bottom of
the hill, a definite favourite with the kids.

Bellevue Underground Mine, Frank Slide
Centre, Crowsnest Pass Public Art Gallery,
Municipal Library, and Crowsnest Museum
all have ongoing, drop in, or special events
for kids of all ages throughout the year.

Kid Friendly Events
See the Event Guide for a full listing
of events, dates, and locations but the
following events have activities geared
towards kids. Wintervention, Kananaskis
Pro Rodeo, Bellecrest Days, Rumhead Bike
Festival, Doors Open and Heritage Festival,
Alberta Culture Days, Pumpkins in the Park,
and Christmas in the Mountains.

What else to do?
There are playgrounds in all communities
including a Splash Park at Flummerfelt Park.
Feel free to drop in for a swim, skate, ski,
skateboard, or indoor climb at the many
Municipal facilities. Check with the Boys
and Girls Club of Crowsnest Pass to see
what adventures are to be had. Finally,
while out walking around, exploring, why
not check out the Free Little Libraries that
are set up around the community too?

H o l i d a y
Adanac Adventures (pet friendly)
Copper Roof Rentals (multiple)
Hillcrest Holiday Home
Island Lake Christian Retreat Centre (groups)
Lost Lemon Cabins
Mountain Moments Holiday Home (pet friendly)
Oliwood Mountainside Holiday Home

403-399-2331
403-464-3224
403-564-0005
403-564-4123
403-562-2932
403-563-5030
403-394-3830

H o m e s
River Shack One
River Shack Two
Riverside Cabin
Sierra West Cabins & Ranch Vacations
Summit Creek Cabins
The Loft, 2 bedroom apt
“The One” Holiday Home
Turtle Nest Holiday Home

403-936-5400
403-936-5400
403-563-7084
403-628-2431
403-563-3101
403-564-4814
403-563-6543
403-281-3512

Bed & Breakfast
A Safe Haven B&B
Burmis Bed & Bales
Country Encounters B&B
SpringBreak Flower Farm B&B
York Creek B&B (pet friendly)

Coleman
Burmis
Coleman
Hillcrest
Coleman

403-563-5030
403-628-2150
403-563-5299
403-563-0929
403-563-3333

For Information Contact
403-563-0410

BELLECREST
DAYS
JUNE 15th-17th
BELLEVUE

2018 Summer Camps

MINI 1/2 DAY CAMPS (Ages 3-7 yrs) August 21-23
FULL DAY CAMPS (Ages 8+) August 27-30
22705 - 8th Avenue - Hillcrest AB
Studio: 403-562-7730 Cell: 403-330-7699
tpdscnp5@gmail.com • www.turningpointedance.ca

Featuring an
Artisan Market,
Bouncers, Food,
Music, Human Foosball,
Entertainment,
Games, Pop-up Gallery,
Beer Gardens & more!

Watch us
on Facebook
for complete
event listings!

This event is proudly brought to you by the
find us on
facebook

Bellecrest Community Association
WWW.CROWSNESTPASSCHAMBER.CA
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Destination
Weddings
BY VAL BREAKENRIDGE, SPRINGBREAK FLOWER FARM

COURTESY OF JEN HOUZE
JEN HOUZE IMAGE

THERE ARE A FEW REASONS WHY a
destination wedding in Crowsnest Pass
is a smart and irresistible decision. First,
it is steeped in natural beauty - from
its tall mountain peaks to its waterfalls
and lakes. Secondly, it is home to some
amazing venues and amenities - as good
as anywhere in the Rocky Mountains.
Finally, it’s easy to get to and downright
affordable, not only for the wedding
couple, but also their guests!
Destination weddings are typically smaller
in numbers, but that doesn’t mean you
can’t have a big wedding here. There are
a variety of different wedding venues to
take advantage of from the very small
to quite large. Crowsnest Pass offers a
bounty of opportunities for elegance,
charm and fun so you can enjoy your
wedding the way you want and with the
people who matter.
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SPRINGBREAK FLOWER FARM IMAGE

Shop Local! Crowsnest Pass offers a
wide and excellent array of weddingrelated goods and services: wedding
venues, catering, photographers, flowers,
spas, DJ’s, liquor stores, officiants,
accommodations, camping, and
sightseeing, including a world-class golf
course and historical sites.

Getting married in Crowsnest Pass gives
you a great opportunity to share a oncein-a-lifetime experience with your friends
and family. The idea of traveling such a
short distance to such a beautiful and
affordable destination makes it just about
perfect.

HIGH MAINTENANCE SPA
Lasandra Houde
Esthetician
13231 - 20 Ave, Blairmore
203.582.0016
Text or call for appt.
Evening Appointments
Available

Local source
for all your
floral needs

403.562.7373

12701 20 Ave. Blairmore

www.therosepeddler.ca

WWW.CROWSNESTPASSCHAMBER.CA
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AROUND TOWN

Places of
Worship
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
2805 - 214 Street, Bellevue | 403-564-5260
Coleman Christian Assembly
1802 - 77th Street, Coleman | 403-563-5388
Compass Fellowship (Evangelical Free Church)
2029 - 130 Street, Blairmore | 403-563-7932
Crowsnest Community Baptist Church
11938 - 20th Avenue, Blairmore | 403- 562-8112
Crowsnest Community Christian Centre
8534 - 24th Avenue, Coleman | 403-563-3537
Grace Anglican United Church
13307 -20 Avenue, Blairmore | 403-562-8589
Holy Trinity Catholic Church
13126 - 21 Avenue, Blairmore | 403- 562-2103
International Prayer Centre
2456 - 213 Street, Bellevue | 403-564-4994
Jehovah’s Witness Kingdom Hall
14929 - 20 Avenue, Frank | 403- 563-3704
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CROWSNEST
SPA

& ACUPUNCTURE

A rejuvenating
facial treatment
403-562-7993
info@crowsnestspa.com
www.crowsnestspa.com

36th Annual

Kananaskis Pro Rodeo
April
27 | 28 | 29
2018

Crowsnest Pass

Doors Open &
Heritage Festival
August 2 - 6,
2018

s,
Ghos t
Myths,
nd s
& Lege
cnpheritagefest.ca

CROWSNESTREALESTATECENTRE.COM

Lynnette Melom
403.563.0222

Cliff Melom
403.583.5565

Glen Girhiny
403.563.0300

Martha Paridaen
403.628.2355

lmelom@shaw.ca

cmelom@shaw.ca

glen@realestatecentre.ca

martha@realestatecentre.ca

403.562.2844

13013 - 20 AVE BLAIRMORE
WWW.CROWSNESTPASSCHAMBER.CA
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Our Creative Community
BY NICHOLE YANOTA AND RACHEL NEWRICK

“AS AN ARTIST, I seek inspiration, beauty,
open spaces, adventure, abundant
opportunity, and a creative community
that supports and nurtures one another.”
That’s why my home is here in Crowsnest
Pass. Within months of moving here I was
having my first solo exhibition, had met a
network of enthusiastic local artists, and
was expanding my definition of what was
possible.
Crowsnest Pass is a natural magnet for
artists. A wide valley nestled in spectacular
mountains, the dramatic landscape inspires
an abundant and growing artist population.
Our visual artists paint, draw, photograph,
collage, sculpt, melt, potter, and ink;
writers capture the surroundings in poetry
and story; performing artists are found
displaying their talent in local venues or
training at local studios; artisans, including
screen printers, woodworkers and welders,
also speckle the area. With affordable
markets, a network of creative peers,
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ARTIST COLLECTIVE STUDIO IMAGE

and these stunning surroundings, there is
certainly big potential and room to realize
your dream.
Catch artists in motion at one of the
network of studios here: Gushul Studio,
Artist Collective Studio, Artist’s Touch,
and Pass Pottery Club. Take a tour of the
places exhibiting local art: Crowsnest
Pass Public Art Gallery, Crockets, Sinistra
Gallery, Artist’s Touch, Stone’s Throw Cafe,
Cinnamon Bear Cafe, Crowsnest Cafe and
Fly Shop, Bamboo Bistro, and Crowsnest
Pass Public Library. Take a pottery class at
the Pass Pottery Club, delve into a historical
how-to program at the CNP Museum, or
take part in a creative workshop at the
Crowsnest Pass Public Art Gallery, Artist
Collective Studio, or Nest of Needles. Plan
your creative adventure.

ARTIST COLLECTIVE STUDIO IMAGE

YEARLY SCHEDULE
9 exhibitions a year
fall/spring workshops for adults
Line Dancing 101
Winter in Alberta Photo Contest
annual Chili Bowl Festival
Summer Fun Art Classes
for children
Youth Summer Theatre Camp
Concerts
mini art shows at
Stone's Throw Cafe
Old-Time Strings Jam
open, juried summer show
Doors Open & Heritage Festival
Photo Contest
m is for music concert for
Alberta Culture Days
annual M.Arty's Market
Gallery Gift Store
for information visit
crowsnestpasspublicartgallery.com
Hwy 3, Frank 403.562.2218
cnpaaa@shaw.ca
open daily
free admission
WWW.CROWSNESTPASSCHAMBER.CA
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Wildlife From
Behind the Lens

A MOTHER’S LOVE | JOHN LAUNSTEIN IMAGE

BY JOHN LAUNSTEIN, WILDLIFE ART GALLERY

THE CROWSNEST PASS BEGAN ITS
ENCHANTMENT on my wife and I over
20 years ago while we still lived nearly a
thousand kilometers away on the West
Coast. We loved the natural beauty,
incredible outdoor recreation opportunities,
and wonderful people and culture. Finally
settling in the area in 2006, our family
immediately enjoyed the connections with
business owners at our favourite cafes,
discovering small treasures at the many
quaint shops, and the affinity we felt with
the art community and the nature lovers
who call the Crowsnest Pass home.
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So when our family of artists started
thinking about opening our Wildlife Art
Gallery, there wasn’t much question about
where we would open our doors! The
Crowsnest Pass and area is a mecca for
many species of animals that are indigenous
to the Canadian Rockies. We often spot
bighorn sheep or moose on our way into
the gallery in the mornings, and regularly
head out after closing to photograph some
of the area elk, owls, bears or any number
of birds and smaller mammals. There’s no
denying that if you care about nature and
enjoy connecting with like-minded people

that love the outdoors, the Crowsnest Pass
is a great place to hang out for a while. Just
consider this fair warning: you might find
yourself coming back more and more often,
and you might even decide, like we did,
to make this corner of Alberta more than
just your favourite place to visit! Visit the
Launstein family of artists at the Wildlife
Art Gallery 12323 20 Ave (Main Street) in
Blairmore.

We, the team at Riversdale
Resources, are committed to
help build a vibrant, supportive
and diverse community for all
residents, including us!

Learn more about Riversdale’s proposed Grassy Mountain
Coal Project at rivresources.com.
Benga Mining Limited Operating as Riversdale Resources

PIZZA

FIVE
RIVERS
For all your pets and camping needs
403-562-8844 – 12823-20 Ave, Blairmore

Crowsnest Taxi
*Safe*Courteous*Prompt Service*

403-583-4000

“Quality Ingredients, Better Pizza!”

...Since 2011

Takeout 403-564-4545 Delivery

CHAKRAS
R e v i t a l i z i n g

Spa &
Salon

ESTHETICS
HAiR SALON
MASSAGE
403-562-7500/ chakrasspa@hotmail.com
Facebook/instagram
WWW.CROWSNESTPASSCHAMBER.CA
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Historic Sites,
Walks, and Hikes
BY MONICA FIELD, FRANK SLIDE INTERPRETIVE CENTRE

SARAH GALLANT IMAGE

The Frank Slide
At 4:10 am on April 29, 1903 over 82
million tonnes of limestone from Turtle
Mountain buried the town of Frank in
Canada’s deadliest rockslide. At the Frank
Slide Interpretive Centre you will discover
what happened through descriptions
in letters, telegrams and personal
remembrances that capture the incredible
sounds, sights and smells of the Frank Slide.
Both survivor accounts and scientific data
paint a vivid picture of the catastrophe that
unfolded. Walk the trail through the slide to
see the magnitude of the disaster.

Burmis Tree
Travelling east from Crowsnest Pass you will
find the weathered and mysterious Burmis
Tree, which is a popular local landmark.
This solemn limber pine is estimated to
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be between 600 and 750 years old. While
the tree died sometime in the 1970s,
the twisted form stands against the wind
along the Crowsnest Highway corridor. It
has become a symbol of resilience in our
community.

The Chert Quarries
Starting off of the Frank Slide Interpretive
Centre road, hikers will enjoy the tough
climb up the hike up the Livingston Range
to the chert quarries; a site that highlights
the geological, First Nations, and industrial
history of Crowsnest Pass. After passing
numerous mine remnants, hikers summit the
peak to find the deposits of chert, a colorful,
hard stone, worked by people of the
Pelican Lake culture and their predecessors
between 1,600 and 8,000 years ago.

Leitch Collieries
Right on the side of Highway 3, stop for a
break at some of the best-preserved 19th
century mine buildings in Alberta. The
facilities at Leitch Collieries were impressive
structures built to last. Designated as
a Provincial Historic Site, its remaining
structures were stabilized, walking trails
were established and informative displays
were installed. Interpretive staff are on
site between May 15 and Labour Day. This
fascinating site provides a good insight into
the large support plant needed for a major
coal mining operation a century ago.

Family Friendly Underground Mine
Tours in Bellevue Alberta!
403.564.4700 – bellevuemine@telus.net
http://www.bellevueundergroundmine.org/

Canada’s Most Infamous
Rum Running Murder
Located in the Coleman
National Historic Site

www.appbarracks.com
WWW.CROWSNESTPASSCHAMBER.CA
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Eight Millennia as a Vacation
Destination and Mining Camp
BY DAVID THOMAS

BRIAN GALLANT IMAGE

CROWSNEST PASS HAS BEEN A
VACATION SPOT FOR AT LEAST 7,500
YEARS. That’s not a typo: Earliest evidence
of seasonal fishing camps goes that far back
according to archaeological digs at the east
end of Crowsnest Lake, -- today a busy
launch area for paddlers. Ruins of a 20th
century dance hall and sunken wharves
show this was the recreational hotspot for
mining families at the height of the coalmining era.
From the boat launch, you can paddle to the
lake’s narrowest point and cross to the large
cave on the north side. Beach your boat and
scramble, with good hiking shoes, across the
railway track to see close up a spectacular
waterfall inside the cave itself. Inside the
cave, ancient pictographs in ochre are
visible through the contemporary graffiti,
which probably began accumulating when
the railway right-of-way was blasted into
the cliff face in 1898.
According to archaeological evidence
and native oral history, human visitation
to Crowsnest Pass suddenly ceased in
the 1700s when an entire fishing camp
was wiped out by smallpox. That was
before European presence, so the belief
is that the virus was carried on goods
traded with natives further south, who
had already suffered contact with Spanish
conquistadors. From then onward, natives
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shunned the area, refusing even to reveal
it to surveyors for the Canadian Pacific
Railway, causing the company’s first line
to be driven through the much higher and
more difficult Roger’s Pass.
Not much later, the Canadian government
realized the mistake and subsidized the
construction of the southerly Crowsnest
Route, designed expressly as a check
against American invasion. As any vacationtime count of licence plates shows, the
strategy failed.
Mining, too, goes back many millennia:
Pits atop the ridgeline north of Frank were
dug as long as 8,000 years ago by natives
seeking sharp-edged chert for trade and
tool-making. Chips of chert are easily seen,
but as archaeological artifacts may not be
removed.
The area’s extensive coal deposits were
exploited to feed the Canadian Pacific’s
steam locomotives, and mining within the
municipality continued until the mid-1970s.
The best preserved, above-ground mine
structures are at Leitch Collieries, accessible
directly from Highway 3.
The nearby Bellevue Underground Mine
Museum includes a wall map of the grid of
shafts and tunnels that continue to underlie
much of the municipality. Coal mining

remains an important source of employment
for Crowsnest Pass residents, but the mines
themselves are currently located on the
British Columbia side of the boundary.
Frank Slide was an unintentional
mountaintop removal connected to the
early years of coal mining. In the spring
of 1903, Turtle Mountain’s north face
detached in a single block and fell to the
valley floor. The impact caused the mass
of limestone to shatter and float across the
valley on a cushion of air, highly compressed
by the weight of the rock above it. While
the prime suspect is considered to be a
natural fracture that filled with snow melt
and then froze, there is some speculation
that mining at the base of the mountain was
the immediate trigger.
The overnight shift working underground
at the time thought that merely the mine
tunnel had collapsed, and proceeded to
dig their way out, to be shocked by the
devastation when they emerged. Frank
Slide Interpretive Centre is a must-see
for any visitor to Crowsnest Pass. Get the
best look at the slide itself from the gravel
road running south of the railway line and
connecting Frank’s industrial park with the
East Hillcrest bridge.
Today Crowsnest Pass persists as one of the
West’s last, best, authentic mountain towns.

WWW.CROWSNESTPASSCHAMBER.CA
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APP Barracks
BY IAN MCKENZIE

FRED BRADLEY IMAGE

DID YOU KNOW THAT ALBERTA ONCE
HAD ITS OWN PROVINCIAL POLICE
FORCE - BETWEEN 1917 AND 1932? Did
you know that half of the Alberta Provincial
Police’s on-duty fatalities happened within
the Crowsnest Pass? And did you know
that the most infamous, well-publicized,
and controversial of those deaths was
the 1922 shooting of Constable Stephen
Lawson, in front of the local police barracks
where he lived, witnessed by his 9 year old
daughter, involving the region’s best-known
prohibition rum-runner, and resulting in the
hanging of a man and a woman for the same
crime?
Now, everyone knows that the Crowsnest
Pass is chock-full of history, but the Lawson
murder really has it all. Booze, bullets and
blood. A car chase; a shooting; a murder. A
dramatic and unconventional court case. A
verdict that sent two people to the gallows
- including Alberta’s only executed woman.
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CROWSNEST MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES IMAGE

Lurid newspaper stories that helped
repeal an unpopular law and re-legalized
alcohol. The tragedy of shattered families.
The mystery of the missing bodies. And
an enduring question - who really shot
Constable Lawson?
You can find out all about the history of
prohibition, rum-running, the Alberta

Provincial Police, and Lawson’s controversial
murder by visiting the Alberta Provincial
Police Barracks, located within Coleman
National Historic Site. Open year-round,
the newly-restored police barracks building
is our latest interpretive facility - and the
actual scene of the 1922 murder.

WWW.CROWSNESTPASSRECPROPERTIES.CA

MOBILE: 403.651.4142

Car Wash

Four large bay areas – cars/trucks/rv
Coin Operated or Pay by Time options
High pressure Soap & Rinse, Foamy brush, Wax options
Low pressure engine & tire cleaning
TOLL FREE: 1-800-950-7797

Clean, modern Full or Self Service Laundromat

Self-service Coin-operated or Drop-off service available
Large & Small Capacity machines, Soft water,
Detergent, fabric softener & supplies available

Selling the
Mountain Lifestyle
John Redekopp
Maxwell Canyon Creek

Photo courtesy
Mountain Drift
Photography

Reverse Osmosis Bottled Water

3 or 5 gallon bottles (deposit required)
Delivery service available (home or business)
Water Coolers, Accessories, Hand pumps

1500 km of
mountain bike
trails

Situated on the Crown of the Continent, Crowsnest Pass offers
an unparalleled mountain experience! An 18-hole golf course,
extensive hiking and mountain biking trails, world-class trout
fishing, groomed quad and snowmobile trails, and a cross
country ski network make Crowsnest Pass your one-stop
mountain playground. Enjoy our new pool, with exciting
new features and our very own Pass Powderkeg Ski
Hill with newly developed runs, a new chef, and
fantastic new programming for everyone! Come
Live, Work, and Play in the Crowsnest Pass – it
Photo courtesy
Crowsnest Nordic Ski Club
is Naturally Rewarding!
WWW.CROWSNESTPASSCHAMBER.CA
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Cross Country Skiing
BY JACKIE WOODMAN

BRIAN GALLANT IMAGE

CROSS COUNTRY SKIING ON THE
ALLISON/CHINOOK TRAILS IS A GREAT
WAY TO SPEND THE DAY OUTDOORS
WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS.
We’ve been skiing there with our daughter,
Ella, since she was a couple of months
old. In the beginning, I would wrap her
in a carrier under my coat and she would
quickly fall asleep while I made my way
through the groomed trails. (I fell once,
going down a short hill, and she let out a
cry and immediately went back to sleep!)
Then we used a Chariot with the ski
attachments, and she was happy as a clam
to be towed around while she snacked and
napped, and snacked some more.
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Now, after a few years in Crowsnest Nordic
Club programs, Ella can accompany us to
the upper hut for moonlight skis, even at
-20 C. I asked her a few questions to get
an eight-year-old’s perspective:
Mom: What do you like about skiing at
Allison?
Ella: You can just wander off and follow the
same trails back and you won’t get lost.
Mom: What is your favourite memory?
Ella: Skiing to the upper hut for the
Moonlight Ski. I love it because Dad brings
his wood stove up there and it’s nice and
comfy. Sometimes the moon is so bright on
the snow.

Mom: What do you like about Jackrabbits
(ski program)?
Ella: You get to learn stuff so you can ski on
the trails, and you get to play fun games.
And there’s a really fun kids’ Loppet.
The wonderful thing about cross country
skiing is that it truly is a sport for all ages.
Our love for cross country skiing has
grown with Ella, and it’s something we will
continue to do as a family. We encourage
you to explore the trails out at Allison/
Chinook on skis, and discover the magic
of gliding through the snow in a winter
wonderland.
Visit www.crowsnestnordic.com for trail
maps and grooming reports.

The Historic
RESTAURANT & PUB

Highway 3 & 79th ST.,
Your Dining Destination
Enjoy Delicious Food
• Rocky Mountain Patio Views
• A Friendly Fun Atmosphere
• Incredible Displays Of Nostalgia
• Priviate Party Room Seats 40 people
Home of the Original Show Boat Bar
•
•

“The Place in the Pass”

The RumRunner!

Home to Canada’s Largest Grapevine
We offer:
• Full Service Garden Centre
• Picnic Park
• B&B
• Weddings and Events
1606 East Hillcrest Drive, Crowsnest Pass, Alberta
For hours of operation, events calendar, and availability,
please visit our webpage or call us:
www.springbreakflowerfarm.com 1-844-378-GROW (4769)

Here’s How For Outdoor Adventure...
• Camping • Fishing

10701 20th Avenue, Blairmore
403-562-8282 1-888-562-8281
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

• BBQ

• RVing

ENJOY THE
WONDERS OF THE
CROWSNEST PASS

WWW.CROWSNESTPASSCHAMBER.CA
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WINTER LIFE

Off the Beaten
Trail

SUSAN LOWE-WYLDE IMAGE, COURTESY OF SPRY

Backcountry Skiing
For those who like to make their own
way, there are remarkable opportunities
for backcountry skiing in the Crowsnest
Pass area. Whether you want a few quick
turns in alpine meadows, or a full day of ski
touring, you will find it here. Some of the
most popular areas include the areas around
Tent Mountain Road, Window Mountain,
Crowsnest Mountain, Phillipps Pass, and
Dead Man’s Pass. Many prime spots are
accessible right from town, or by a short
drive up a forestry road. The backcountry
lends itself well to telemark, alpine touring,
or light touring skis or snowshoes. Before
venturing into the backcountry remember
to check the conditions and be sure you are
knowledgeable in assessing avalanche risk.

Snowshoeing
We enjoy being able to strap on our
snowshoes and make a day-long trip
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starting right from our front door. Locals are seen on the
regular winter trails, but also blazing new routes in many
areas including the Pass Powderkeg Trails, the Frank Slide
Interpretive Centre, York Creek, Big Bear Trail, the Allison/
Chinook Recreation Area, and Crowsnest Mountain. Some
of the smaller creeks also become perfect snowshoe routes
once they ice over and the snow packs down. Outdoor shops,
like spry, and local guides regularly offer organized trips on
both weeknights and weekends.

Fat Biking
Thanks to all of the runners and snowshoers in the area,
many of the trails in the Pass Powderkeg area are well packed
for fat biking. We all share these routes and it makes for a
great day of riding. Other areas include York Creek, Sartoris
Road, and many of the adjoining trails, which are groomed for
snowmobiling. Stop by a local café or bike shop to find out
the conditions and best options for the day.

Skating
Once in a while, when the conditions are just right,
Crowsnest Lake is completely windswept, and the ice is as
smooth as glass. When this natural phenomenon occurs, you
will see skaters enjoying this massive sheet of black ice for
hours. You can park right at the Highway 3 rest area, or start
at the sheltered east end and make your way around the
rocky shore, enjoying natural scenery and historic ruins.

WWW.CROWSNESTPASSCHAMBER.CA
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WINTER LIFE

Downhill Skiing… At Your
Doorstep
BY CORRIE BUBIK

PAM DROVER IMAGE, COURTESY OF PASS POWDERKEG

ONE EVENING LAST WINTER, I took the
upper t-bar to Chinook at the top of Pass
Powderkeg for the first time in probably
15 years. When the lift lights came on, the
shadows of the towering trees intensified,
and with the crackle of the snow under my
skis and wind on my cheeks, the flashbacks
from my youth almost brought me to tears. I
had, as many Pass kids then and now, nearly
lived at the hill in the evenings. The view of
the winter sun setting behind Crowsnest
Mountain while the moon and stars started
to peek out, overlooking the humble lights
of Blairmore down below, would nearly stop
your heart.
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“The Keg” was our meetup and hangout
place, and the incidental supervision by the
patrollers, staff at the lodge, and parents
checking in (this was before cell phones)
was more about spending time together, as
our wee community naturally wove itself
around the comings and goings at the ski
hill. Now, as parents of young children, we
specifically chose our home close to the ski
hill because we wanted them to have what
we had. Bringing our skis to school so that
we could walk to the hill afterwards and
ski our hearts out until bedtime. Feeling
fulfilled through the grounding that regular
time in nature gives you. Knowing that we
had the freedom to challenge ourselves and

take some risks, but within the safety net
of the ski hill community who knew us by
name.
Pass Powderkeg is incredibly accessible,
boasts little to no lineups, with the
bottom lift literally in the neighbourhood.
For families who value active outdoor
time together, the simplicity of skiing or
snowboarding at Pass Powderkeg makes it a
hidden gem in our overdriven, screen laden
world. Life in Crowsnest Pass as a whole
tends to be simple, fulfilling, and accessible,
and our hill reflects these qualities.
Visit www.passpowderkeg.com for more
information.

Crowsnest Pass longest serving REALTORS®
Sonya, Bill & John are here to help with all your real estate needs

13055-20th Ave, Blairmore
blairmoreroyallepage@shaw.ca
www.royallepage.ca
P: 403-562-2848 F: 403-562-2840

Join us to support our club, to meet other riders, to share the
experience and for the fun and adventure of the outdoors.
Our club is family based with members from young to old who
all enjoy getting out. We hold organized rides trying to ride in
a different area each outing. Our membership works year
round practicing good stewardship on trail clean ups,
development and maintenance projects as group or individual
function.
Our mission is to promote responsible use of the Alberta’s
Southern Rockies and to ensure the conservation of our
wilderness areas for the continued use of future generations.
We are focused upon sustainability and place high priority on
safety and rider education, and have a proactive program of
multi-use trail maintenance and development.
Come join us to make a difference and ride picturesque
South West Alberta with us! Enjoy our multi-use trails and
whether you ride with a friend, a large group, or observe, we
want you to enjoy your ATV EXPERIENCE.

For further information
please contact us at:
Phone: 403-562-8686
E-mail: office@quadsquad.ca
Web: www.quadsquad.ca

WWW.CROWSNESTPASSCHAMBER.CA
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WINTER LIFE

Award Winning
Snowmobiling
BY CROW SNOW RIDERS

TRAVEL ALBERTA IMAGE

SURROUNDED BY THE MAJESTIC
SOUTHERN ROCKIES, Crowsnest Pass
offers 1,200km of trails and over 200km
of groomed trails. Crowsnest Pass is a
hot-spot for sledders wanting to take in
the breathtaking mountains, scenery, and
create everlasting memories with family and
friends.
There are 3 main staging areas to access
the backcountry: York Creek, Atlas, and
McGillivray. Crowsnest Pass offers riding
for everybody, from beginners to the most
seasoned riders who get out every chance
they get!
The local snowmobile club, Crow Snow
Riders puts a lot of volunteer hardwork
& dedication into snowmobiling in the
Crowsnest Pass. Crow Snow Riders host
an Annual Poker Rally every year, which
brings in almost 200 sledders from all
over Western Canada. Crow Snow Riders
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has won numerous SnoRider Choice
Awards over the years, including the 2018
Alberta SledTown ShowDown award.
The Crowsnest Pass made it to the Top 4
finalists towns in Western Canada, making
us top Sled Town in Alberta!

We hope to see you out on the trails, and
that you enjoy our beautiful backyard
playground!

A full weekend of
events, including
a Santa Claus
Parade and
Artisan Gift
Market

November 30
December 2

2018

www.christmasinthemountains.ca

The Old Dairy
Ice Cream Shoppe
90 Flavors of Soft & Hard Ice Cream

Main Street Bellevue

Entrance to the Bellevue Undergound Mine
(403) 753-2600 | theolddairyicecream@gmail.com

WINTER LIFE

The Warm Heart of
Winter

MOUNTAIN DRIFT PHOTOGRAPHY

Feel the warmth of our community as you head outside to
celebrate with us this winter! In true alpine town fashion, the fun
doesn’t stop when the temperature drops. Besides the numerous
recreational activities, locals are always ready for some adventure.
Christmas in the Mountains
The community comes together to celebrate
Christmas each year. Kick off the festive
season with the Artisan Gift Market, Santa
Claus Parade, Christmas concerts, and many
more events for the family. Check out the
website to see what is happening.
www.christmasinthemountains.ca

Wintervention
Winter is a special time in Crowsnest Pass,
so join us to celebrate at Wintervention
during the third weekend of February.
This is a family oriented weekend with a
little something for everyone. Some of the
marquis events include human dog sled
races, a pancake breakfast, the Chili Bowl
Festival, and a themed dinner and dance.
www.crowsnestcando.org

The Pole and Spur Skijoring
The Pole and Spur brings the ultimate
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mashup of rednecks, horses and ski bums
to Crowsnest Pass. This wild event lets
riders and skiers show their skills through
a friendly, and slightly mad-capped,
competition. Horse, rider, and skier teams
will race against the clock through an
obstacle course with gates, rings, and jumps
in an effort to claim glory as the fastest
team. https://poleandspur.com

Chili Bowl Festival
Sit shoulder to shoulder with hungry locals
and art lovers from around the region. A
celebration of our arts community and
fundraiser for the Crowsnest Pass Public
Art gallery, this is the one event you do
not want to miss. Volunteers cook up a
storm and the pottery club donates unique,
handmade bowls. Choose a bowl, choose
your chili, and have a laugh with your
neighbours, all for $15.

admin@clanswest.com

Monday - Thursday

WWW.CROWSNESTPASSCHAMBER.CA
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PASS POWDERKEG SKI AREA
Alberta’s Newest Four Season Resort
Enjoy year-round activities at the hill!

Skiing & Snowboarding

Weddings

E-bike Rentals

Guided Eco Tours

Lodge Rentals

Snowshoeing

60km of world class hiking and biking trails

403-562-8334
www.passpowderkeg.com
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